














COUNSELOR RECIPROCITY 

Each state sets acceptable criteria for issuing Reciprocity credentials based upon certification or licensure from another state. GACA will consider all candidates on 
a case-by-case basis. GACA maygrant reciprocitytoa counselor certified bya non-NAADACcertifying body if the applicant meets all other qualifications. Final a pprova I 
is at the discretion of the Certification Board. Credential Reciprocity is considered through submission of a completed and well-documented Reciprocity Application 
which can be downloaded from the GACA website at www.gaca.org or contact the GACA office at 770-434-1000 for a copy of the Reciprocity Application. 

To implement counselor reciprocity, the following guidelines should be followed: 

Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be an active member of GACA/NAADAC (optional, but qualifies for
member discounts)

• The applicant must hold a current, verifiable certification or
Ii censure and provide a copy of this certificate or license

• The applicant's credentialing body must provide mutual
reciprocity to GACA and have credentialing standards that meet or

exceed those of GACA. The original certifying body will hpld the
reciprocity applicant's origina I file indefinitely

• The applicant's credentialing body must provide verification of
current credential and criteria met for initial/recertification to
date to determine eligibility and certification level for GACA
Reciprocity

• The applicant may provide additional information and/or copies of
current training and education since the last credential re
certification to further document the applicant's qualifications

• Requires proofof a passing score on written examination

• Two letters of professional reference from certified counselors.

• Application can have any current/pending criminal charges in

Georgia or any other State. Must have completed all
parole/probation obligation prior to submitting application.

NOTE: 

• Once certified, the CAC Certificate will indicate that the person has 
been continuously certified by GACA since the date that 
reciprocity was  granted

• Special consideration will be given to counselors serving the 
military while on active duty or within two years of release from 
active duty

• The Georgia Addiction Counselors Association will not grant 
reciprocity to any candidate from any state that does not have 
qualifications s imilar to or higher than required by GACA

• If the applicant's credentialing body did not require written 
examination either because these were not required or the 
applicant "grandfathered" into certification, the applicant will be 
given the opportunity to sit for written examination to meet 
these requirements for GACA Reciprocity. Waiver of this 
requirement will be at the discretion of the Certification Committee

• GACA reserves the right to deny any reciprocity request that does 
not meet credentialing requirements

• GACA does not offer reciprocity for its Counseling in Training and 
Clinical Supervision certification.

Each level of certification will be for a period of two 2 years. An applicant is not permitted to use the CAC credential or refer to him/herself as a Certified 
Addiction Counseloruntilformal notification by the Certification Board of Georgia Addiction Counselors Association. Counselor must meet renew a I 
requirements in effect at the time of recertification. 


